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+BOOle.: I OTIGES. 

MEDIA, BABYLONIA AND PERSIA.* 

In this volume Madame Ragozin continues the narrative of the history which, 
closing with the fall of Nineveh, she told in " The Story of Assyria." It is now 
carried down to the closing years of Dareios I. A full exposition is also given 
of the Zend-avesta or religion of Zoroaster. The epoch of Cyrus is full of inter- 
est, not only in itself, but by reason of the relation of that monarch to the Jewish 
people. The whole subject is clearly treated and the material furnished is quite 
accurate. Of course, in a sphere of study in which the materials are continually 
being increased and new light constantly being shed upon the situation, it is 
difficult to write anything which will remain for any reasonable time authorita- 
tive and satisfactory. Students of the subject will note that Tiele, the great 
authority in this department, in his "Babylonian-Assyrian History" takes a 
different view of some transactions, e. g. the relations of Necho to Josiah. It is 
also to be observed that the facts recently brought to light fail to sustain the 
position here maintained that there was a great banking house of Egibi in Baby- 
lon. Madame Ragozin's style is spirited and clear; with the abundant and well- 
selected illustrations, over seventy in number, this volume contains the best 
attainable popular account of the history and life of Media, Babylon and Persia. 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS.t 

In a " prefatory note " the writer of this volume tells us that the Provost and 
Deans of the Faculties of the University of Pennsylvania requested him to deliver 
before the students " a series of Sunday Afternoon Addresses upon Religious 
Topics." The request was acceded to, the Ten Commandments were chosen as 
the theme and the present volume contains the lectures which were then deliv- 
ered. Regarding the Commandments as " the foundation stones of authoritative 
morality or true society," the author has made his book a kind of treatise upon 
individual and social ethics. But throughout the treatment of the subject a con- 
tinuous stream of apposite illustration and quotation has banished any suspicion 
of dullness. The well-known brilliant style, weighed down, sometimes, with excess 
of ornament, which characterizes all the works of Dr. Boardman, is not out of 
place in dealing with these weighty themes. The pages abound in quotable pas- 
sages. Common sense in interpretation and fearlessness in application are joined 

* THE STORY OF MEDIA, BABYLONIA AND PERSIA, FROM THE FALL OF NINEVEH TO THE 
PERSIAN WAR. By Zenaide A. Ragozin. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1888. Price $1.50. 

t THE TEN COMMANDMENTS: A course of Lectures delivered before the University of Penn- 
sylvania. By George Dana Boardman. Philadelphia: The American Baptist Publication Society. 
Price, $1.25. 

+BOOle.: I OTIGES. 

MEDIA, BABYLONIA AND PERSIA.* 

In this volume Madame Ragozin continues the narrative of the history which, 
closing with the fall of Nineveh, she told in " The Story of Assyria." It is now 
carried down to the closing years of Dareios I. A full exposition is also given 
of the Zend-avesta or religion of Zoroaster. The epoch of Cyrus is full of inter- 
est, not only in itself, but by reason of the relation of that monarch to the Jewish 
people. The whole subject is clearly treated and the material furnished is quite 
accurate. Of course, in a sphere of study in which the materials are continually 
being increased and new light constantly being shed upon the situation, it is 
difficult to write anything which will remain for any reasonable time authorita- 
tive and satisfactory. Students of the subject will note that Tiele, the great 
authority in this department, in his "Babylonian-Assyrian History" takes a 
different view of some transactions, e. g. the relations of Necho to Josiah. It is 
also to be observed that the facts recently brought to light fail to sustain the 
position here maintained that there was a great banking house of Egibi in Baby- 
lon. Madame Ragozin's style is spirited and clear; with the abundant and well- 
selected illustrations, over seventy in number, this volume contains the best 
attainable popular account of the history and life of Media, Babylon and Persia. 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS.t 

In a " prefatory note " the writer of this volume tells us that the Provost and 
Deans of the Faculties of the University of Pennsylvania requested him to deliver 
before the students " a series of Sunday Afternoon Addresses upon Religious 
Topics." The request was acceded to, the Ten Commandments were chosen as 
the theme and the present volume contains the lectures which were then deliv- 
ered. Regarding the Commandments as " the foundation stones of authoritative 
morality or true society," the author has made his book a kind of treatise upon 
individual and social ethics. But throughout the treatment of the subject a con- 
tinuous stream of apposite illustration and quotation has banished any suspicion 
of dullness. The well-known brilliant style, weighed down, sometimes, with excess 
of ornament, which characterizes all the works of Dr. Boardman, is not out of 
place in dealing with these weighty themes. The pages abound in quotable pas- 
sages. Common sense in interpretation and fearlessness in application are joined 

* THE STORY OF MEDIA, BABYLONIA AND PERSIA, FROM THE FALL OF NINEVEH TO THE 
PERSIAN WAR. By Zenaide A. Ragozin. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1888. Price $1.50. 

t THE TEN COMMANDMENTS: A course of Lectures delivered before the University of Penn- 
sylvania. By George Dana Boardman. Philadelphia: The American Baptist Publication Society. 
Price, $1.25. 


	Article Contents
	p. [387]

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Old Testament Student, Vol. 8, No. 10, Jun., 1889
	Volume Information [pp.  401 - 407]
	Editorial [pp.  361 - 363]
	The Formal Element in Poetry [pp.  364 - 366]
	How Far Does the Claim of a Divine Origin for the Bible Depend upon the Genuineness of Its Separate Books? [pp.  366 - 368]
	The Figurative Element in Job. II [pp.  368 - 370]
	A Plea for Septuagint Study [pp.  371 - 372]
	Old Testament Word-Studies: 10. Time and Eternity [pp.  373 - 377]
	The Song of Deborah: Judges V [pp.  377 - 381]
	Old Testament Notes and Notices [p.  382]
	Synopses of Important Articles
	The Prophecy of the Virgin Mother. Isa. 7:14 [p.  383]
	Immoralities of O. T. Heroes [pp.  383 - 384]
	Lost Writings Cited in the O. T. [p.  384]
	O. T. Criticism in the Light of N. T. Quotations [pp.  384 - 385]
	The Idea of God in Amos [pp.  385 - 386]
	The Messianic Element in the Book of Job [p.  386]

	Book Notices
	Media, Babylonia and Persia [p.  387]
	The Ten Commandments [pp.  387 - 388]
	Biblical Antiquities [p.  388]
	Future Punishment [pp.  388 - 389]
	Buddhism [pp.  389 - 390]
	Elliot's Old Testament Prophecy [pp.  390 - 392]

	Current Old Testament Literature [p.  393]
	New Testament Supplement of "The Old Testament Student"
	Inductive Bible Studies. Second Series
	Study XXXVII: The Plan and Methods of Jesus [pp.  394 - 395]
	Study XXXVIII: Jesus and the Old Testament [pp.  396 - 397]
	Study XXXIX: Jesus and His Times [pp.  397 - 399]
	Study XL: Jesus the Christ [pp.  399 - 400]




